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Wool, arguably the oldest known animal fibre: http://www.
naturalfibres2009.org/en/fibres/

Wool is now produced in more than 100 countries on half
a million farms where sheep (Ovise aries aries) are shorn,
usually once every year to remove their continuously
growing fleece. IWTO Market Information Edition 12,
Statistics for the Global Wool Production and Textile
Industry, 2016, 30. AWTA Key Test Data, 2015-2016, 77-81.

Australia is undoubtedly the predominant home of Merino
wool, producing about 60% of all apparel wool and 90%
of the fine apparel wool: Swan, P. The future for apparel
wool, International Sheep and Wool Handbook, Ed. D.J.
Cottle, Nottingham University Press, ISBN. 2010. 978-1-
904761-64-8.

Wool is biodegradable. When 100% Merino wool fabrics
are disposed of, they will naturally decompose in soil,
slowly releasing valuable nutrients back into the earth:

McNeil et al. Closed-loop wool carpet recycling. Resources,

conservation & recycling 2007, 51: 220-4.

- Hodgson A, Leighs SJ, van Koten C. Compostability of
“ waool textiles by soil burial. Textile Research Journal.
. 2023;93(15-16):3692-3702
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Wool textiles which have been found in Denmark date
back to 1500 BC, and wool is still valued today for the
exceptional characteristics which make it the world's
premier textile fibre: Wool, arguably the oldest known
animal fibre:
http://www.naturalfibres2009.org/en/fibres/

Of the major apparel fibres wool is the most reusable and
recyclable fibre on the planet: Russell SJ et al. Review of
wool recycling and reuse. Proceedings of 2nd International
Conference on Natural Fibers, 2015, 4.

In warm, moist conditions such as in soil, wool
biodegrades rapidly through the action of fungi and
bacteria: Agarwal PN, Puvathingal JM. Microbiological
deterioration of woollen materials, Textile Research
Journal, 1962, 39:38-42.




